UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
I nihil Stall-, Patent and Trademark Office 

IM1 in i II* 



APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED PNVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/583,651 01/16/2007 Fabrice Madigou 15675P615 3632 



8791 7590 05/13/2008 

BLAKELY SOKOLOFF TAYLOR & ZAFMAN 
1279 OAKMEAD PARKWAY 
SUNNYVALE, CA 94085-4040 



MAIL DATE DELIVERY MODE 



05/13/2008 PAPER 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 




United States Patent and Trademark Office 



EXAMINER 
JONES, MARCUS D 



ART UNIT | PAPER NUMBER 

3714 



l/ffflrC? nVrliUli Otfff Iff ids y 


Application No. 

10/583,651 


Applicant(s) 

MADIGOU ETAL. 


Examiner 

MARCUS D. JONES 


Art Unit 

3714 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 16 January 2007 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-11 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-5.8 and 9 is/are rejected. 

7) [3 Claim(s) 3, 5-7 and 9-11 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 16 June 2006 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)E| All b)D Some * c)D None of: 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 6, 7, 10 and 1 1 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in 
improper form because a multiple dependent claim should refer to other claims in the 
alternative only, and/or, cannot depend from any other multiple dependent claim. See 
MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims have not been further treated on the merits. 

3. Claim 3 is objected to because it contains Markush language, but does not 
appear in Markush format. Correction is required. See MPEP §21 73.05(h). 

4. Claim 5 is objected to because it contains Markush language, but does not 
appear in Markush format. Correction is required. See MPEP §21 73.05(h). 

5. Claim 9 is objected to because it contains Markush language, but does not 
appear in Markush format. Correction is required. See MPEP §21 73.05(h). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 



Application/Control Number: 10/583,651 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3714 

by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 1-5, 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Gilboa (US 5,853,327). 

In reference to claim 1 , Gilboa discloses: Element such as a pawn or a similar 
piece that can be moved on a game board comprising a dynamic display system (col 3, 
In 11-13), the game being electronically controlled (col 9, In 47-49), characterized in that 
it comprises a means of receiving game control information by wireless transmission 
(col 3, In 39-42), and a control means sensitive to the received information (col 3, In 15- 
18). 

In reference to claims 2 and 3, Gilboa discloses: characterized in that it also 
comprises a means of animating a pawn controlled by the control means and 
characterized in that the animating means comprises at least one device chosen from 
the group including light sources, mechanical actuators, sound sources and vibration 
sources (col 20, In 32-36). 

In reference to claims 4 and 5, Gilboa discloses: characterized in that it also 
includes a detection means and characterized in that the detection means is composed 
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of at least one device chosen from the group comprising optical sensors, mechanical 
sensors, electromagnetic sensors, sound sensors and vibration sensors (col 9, In 13- 
17). 

In reference to claim 8, Gilboa discloses: Electronic game system, characterized 
in that it comprises: an electronic game platform comprising a central unit (col 9, In 47- 
49), a memory (col 14, In 40-42), a dynamic display device capable of being placed in 
an essentially horizontal position (col 9, In 41-44), at least one input device for the user 
(col col 10, In 1-15), and a means of transmitting information by wireless transmission 
(col 7, In 37-41 ), and a plurality of pawns that can be moved on the display device (col 
3, In 11-13), each pawn including a means of receiving information by wireless 
transmission capable of communicating with the said transmission means (col 3, In 39- 
42), a control means sensitive to the received information (col 3, In 15-18), and a 
means of animating the pawn controlled by the control means (col 20, In 32-36). 

In reference to claim 9, see above discussion of claims 2 and 3. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARCUS D. JONES whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3773. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5 EST, Alternate 
Fridays off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xuan Thai can be reached on 571-272-7147. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Marcus D. Jones/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3714 
/XUAN M. THAI/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3714 



